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Short Stories of T

The Business Gambler

he Business World

. By B. P. Owie.

—_

“I guess that will held Willlam manized a sompany Lo erect n sawmill

Grimes, P A, down to the level for aln a well known lumber district In Ar-

while. kansns, and had about closed a deal
“Try to hold me In the background|w«ith the M, & N. M, Railroad Company
on that old option gag while he gets|to supply It with railrond tles, the
control of Just enough of the timber|quantity of which would keep the mill
to make his own price with me or go|ln operation for several years.
into the business himeelf as a com:| The directors of the company met in
petitor, will ha?" Memplls and Mr. Hake was on hand
John Hake spoke thue as he jammed [1o close the deal. Belore the board
& number of leades into his ° small [got togethor Grimes, the purchasing
traveling bag and ellmbed Into a mud- |ngent who had concelved a brilliant
dy old buggy preparatory to a 22-mile | ldea while the desl was still in prog:
drive to the little station of Lockport, \ress, went to the directors and sug-
down in Arkansns, Hake had spent |gested that ke could buy the timber In
the day with several farmers and had [Arksneas as cheaply as  Hake anid
&f the opening of this gtory juat con- could raft it down the river to Mound-
oluded n stroke of business which |ville, where there was n sawmill which
meant many thousands of dollars for |would turn out the ties at a price
the company of which hoe was the head, [much lower that Hake had offered. OFf
Mr Hake did not really need thelcourse, thiz was not explained to Hake,
money which the day’s deal was sure |who was simply told by the president
to bring him. In fact, if {t had meant [of the comphny that other matters
fhe loss of an equal wmount he would |would claim thelr nftention at the
not have changed his tnctics one Lit. [meeting scheduled, and asked to have
Hake had found that Willlam Grimes |the matter stand—or in other woygs,
purchasing ngent of the M. & N. M.|give them an optlon—for three davs,
Rallroad Company, had tried to turn Now Mr. Hake did not need to exer:
the tables on him In a business deal clse sny great amount of his naturul
and he would not have hesitated for | keenness to convines himself that un-
one moment at the expenditure of any less he got up early uand stayed late
amount of money In the battle to win | gomething was going to bappen o that
He was n business gambler. He de-|lumber deal over in  Arkansgs. He
lighted in taking long chances and|could not tell Jus* what it was, but he
then staying in the game for the ex-|knew well that a rallrond that was just
citement of winning out. He clipped Ipining away for ties one weak wonid
hia coupons and did hie voting in alnot put the matier off unless there
northern metropolls, but was well |was something doing
known in the business communities of | Nyt what! Thai 1s exactly the queg-
many citles, At the time of his en-[tlon John Hake was asking himself
counter with Grimes he had just or- for the hundredtp time and had about
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These Damp
Days

ROOMS NEED DRYING OUT. A GAS ROOM

HEATER WILL DO THE WORK EFFECTIVELY
AND AT SMALL COST.

ON SHOW AT THE

Honolulu Gas Company, Ltd.

ALAKEA AND BERETANIA STS.

w when he makes any reference to the

R

@ deep,” he sald as he boardad the traln, ipared to write,
WE HAVE THEM IN MANY STYLES AND SHAPES—AND THE :E-‘

vdeclded that some other company had front, and to pay It In advance every |
steppad Into the game. The only thing slx months, he started a regular Irn--_-|
he could not understind was how any feast,
one could compete with his company.! The journey to Lockport was com: |
The timber he had secured over In|pleted before dark, a8 the horses hind
Arkansug wag obtalped at such ajhad quite & rest.
ridienlously Jow figure that he could| “No train for Memphis untll morn.
not see how any company could meet {ing” he mused, as he Went to his room
hig price, to tidy up a bit. “What's the odds? |
He wia 5o engrossed with the mat-|[How 1 would love to see Grimes about |
ter that he did not notice a yoling now." i
man approaching from the opposite| And in Another instant he was on |
direction until he had collided with hiz way to the Adiningroom, st the door |
him, He was about to apologlze for [of which he waa again reminded of the |
hig seeming rudeness when the young 'strange act of Providence which steps
man called him v name. Then be fp and presents to one’™s vision o v
recognized him as one of the clerks m'ing emphasis of what ta just at that
Ithe office of the M, & N. M. Co, moment uppermost 'n one's mind. In
“You don't know me,' sald the young lother words, he nearly fell over Grimes
mian, “but I know vou. I am a clerk in the doorway.
down in the offices of the M & N, M.} s Hake, it might he mentioned |
and Have seen you there often. MY lpjghy here, was no more diplomatic
name 1 Simpson,” than he was affable, and he made a
Now, If there was one thing which {heeline for the table which Grimoes
John Hake could Jdo gilcker than af- | was headed for.
other it was to think. And think he
!l“ll al that tme, Almost before he
knew It Simpson was seated at a
table in the hotel eafe with Mr. Hake
topposite, and the pair was iodulging in
(“the sume.”
“You down in Grimes' office? he
asked,
| Rimpson nughed right out He had
Jusit tucked away his third greotine
in the soclal intercourfe, and Wwas s
willing to talk as he seemed determin
:ml to laugh, ‘"That's pre‘ty pood,” le
‘anid as he langhod ngain.  “Grimes' de angrily.

partment. That's what Grimes ealls| - o o a
It He's bigger than tae road and | Mean?™" falrly yelled Hake. “mean?

I mean that while you were chysing
around Nashville and Moundville T've
been & busy man. Only a few hours
ago | bought pot only the remaining
timber within 22 miles of this rail
road, but 1 removed the limit and
bought the river. I can’t regulite the
flow of the stream, Grimsey, my boy, |
but 1 can have a lot to say dbout
who's dolng to raft the logs from this
county. Hetter come bact to Memphis
with me. That option expires in I8
!huurré. you know, and If you stay here
half that time there's going to be o
raige In the price of ties that will not

“Well, Grimesa, If you are golng to
stay over | can recommend Jones ns|
A good driver,” he sald, |

“What makes you think I want a|
driver?" asked Grimes |

“Hecause If you go anywhere in this
jcountry except here In Lavkporl you
‘bnve got to drive. And if you are go
ing down into the timber country,” ang
Hake grinned malleiously, “sou’ll have
to drive, and drive dnmm fast to et
ahend of Hake.”

“What do yvon mean?"” asked Grimes,

mre W > 2 > Im

'pnrr!mslnz department he onlls it "his’
But he's gone away for a week and we
will have a lttle rest untll he gets
haek, He went to Nashville this
evening, and befors he zets hack he's
g0t to Ko over to Arkansas on some
king of & lumber deal.”

Md Hake look wike? Not on your
patntal,  He tumbled to the fact that
whatever S|impson knew about the of-
fiee he did not know the nature of the
hisiness which Hake had on hand and
the latter did not hreak any records
letting him in on it.  What he did do
wis to gel away from Bimpson ns jrefiect with (‘.ﬂ'di‘ o 'm‘.]. S5 & DUIRERS:
quickly as possible and after n good ing agent. Good nliht, I
Inlghl‘s;. rest hie secured a supply of Grimes did not bellove what Hake
leases from o legnl blank store and Iﬁl\lll. and that's where he lost out. He
'took the next train for Lockport {went to the office of the tavern (o
i “Quess 1 might ag well tie the lnm write & letter to the president of the
.ber Industry of {hat part of Arkansas rond which would go to Memphls on
ap  ioto on  hard knot i 1T can heat the same troin with Hake, “1'll block
Orimes down to where the mod 18 him," sald Grimeg to himself as he pre-

Lockport, where he gol off, was -tl The letter had hardly bheen started
town of about 600 (nhabitants when when Grimes was (nterrupted by ths:l
thoy were all home, and it swelled Lo talk of three men who stood at llmi
about 800 on Saturday when the farm: ‘drinking bar at the other slde of the
|EI'» all drove In with thelr families. ! room. They were the man Jones wtm|

At the tavern John Hake falled 10 'drove Hake that day and the two men
finid anybody that lookod llke Grimes. who went ahead into the lumber tep
Then he went over to the town lvery ritory on horseback.
and learnad that both tenms were In Jones wag the first to speak after
and had not been out during the day, Grimes got into the room and tonk a
| Down on the hanks of the river the sent at the writing table. “He's a
Inest morning there swas considernble world Leater” Jones was saving
excltement amony the farmers, who, 12 ““Phink of a man lensin’ a river of renl
in number, with their grown SODS, running water." |
pathered and asked each other whal
'wng coming. The night before Hake' «yes saly one of the others, “ani
ihad quietly dispatched two men OB the reckless wuy he handles mones
horseback to get to the farmers B8 Legts all. Why, be must ‘a got tid of
'-quickl_\' a8 possible and notlfy them 0 maorn o hundred dolinrs today, I'm
lmum on the property of one of B ety pear rendy to pineh myself t-n“,'
numbey whose place was the most cen- Tep dollarg for a day's drivin' w give |
i tral, a feller a chance to buy up the river
‘ ffinally John Hake diove up. The hank*
lerowd clustered around him as he  Grimes went to hia rosm wnd tried
|ntt-|mlhl from the buggy. They WEre o convinee himsell thae the men had |
\not kept long in walting.,  Hake, a8 bheen posted in the office by Hake just
lalready stated, was a man of action. to annoy Uim, and after debating the
‘ sGentlemen,” ho sald, and he used question in his own mind decided to
i‘hp same diplomaey he would haye €X- carry out his origingl progrnmme, He |
erclged at a gathering of officinls.  “l was ont and gone before dayUreak anid
Ihave traveled back nmong vou hecanse Jones was the driver |
"I have found that my company Wil When Hake renclied Memphis hie |
fhave to mike a new arrangemont that went at onee to the botel,  “If Grimes
wil] be better for us all.  The fact +& will only keep awsy until tomorrow
| we will bave to locate our mills nearer night the price of ties to the M, & N.
the river than we at frst expected, AL Rallroad will go up ke a hotalr

“You all own your land clear to the balloon at a county fair, nnd Grimes
[water front, and collectively you #OWn will regsemble the seroba* who comes
fully five miles eoch way from the down with the pamchute whicl fulls
point about due north from here
want to employ all of yoa who can be|
Ie-.p:u’m! from the farms during

Grimes looked up.

the hand by remaining awgy until it was
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=— lumber season which s about to apen, too late to tuke nidvantage of the ap-

land 1 0ud that we will have use for 19 tlon.  Hake wint 1o the offlces of the
|mites of the water front. These logs M, & N. M, Rallrond on the lust day
cnnnot be hauled n great digtance and of Erice and seemed much surprised
must Le rafted, My compamy does not when the president told him the wmat
want anything that it does not pay for, ter would be taken up and disposed of
land my object in coming bhack S0 Soon the noxt &fternoon when Mr, Grimes
ilﬁ ta offer you a falr price for the use returned.

|of the water [ront, mnd secure leases!| Grimes got bhack late that night
Ifor it. What do you think would pe and on the following mornlpe wont o
in fair annual rental, payable in ad- the president and without telling all
vance every six months?™ (the facts told that ofielnl that hig deal

Was John Hake wise? Not one of could not go through and advised that
the rustics could imagine Just what o a contract be made with Hake for the
wag driving at uniil he bad finished,  ties.
and all the time he was talking money.| In the afternoon when Hake put In
They talked it over, during which time an uppearance the presioent told him
the entire party wulked down to the he wias ready to slgn the contract at
river banks a quarter of o mile away the figures named in the original
fis If to find the solution In the walers, asreement,

Finally one of the fellows—tho ona “SBorry,” snid Hake, "but sineos thosp
| who had said consfderable about n desl prices were quoted tleg have advanced
being a deal—aald he wus o mind 10 5% per gent.”
let it go for just enough to make the | “But we have an option,” sald the
|loase legnl president hotly, addressing Mr. MHake.

When Mr: Hake agreed to that Inst| Yoy afd have until midnight,” suld
proposition nnd went a little further' Hake, “but since then the market has

$20 & mile for the lenses of the water |

(Continued of page fourteen.)

I to open up.” |
Grimes plived directly Into Hoke's |

and agreed to pay an anpual rental of fluctuated In my fuver.” Then for the |
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Why fuss along with an

unsanitary galvanized or

painted refrigerator. Do

you realize how much you

are endangering the health of your family and self ?

Don't you know that a poor refrigerator will cost you

many times the price of a good, perfect refrigerator in

doctor bills ? You should not entertain the use of an old
style germ breeding ice box.

Get a good refrigerator, one that 1s absolutely
sanitary, casily cleancd; one that uses little ice, one
that will keep food in a perfect state of preservation,
If you want the best get

The Leonard Cleanable

ONE.-PIECE

Porcelain Lined Refrigerator

You will enjoy the use of a perfect,sanitary refrig-
erator in which foods may be kept pure, wholesome
and delicious.

Our showing of Leonard Refrigerators is the
most complete line in the city. ILet us show youa
good refrigerator. You want none but the best, and
the best is the Leonard Cleanable, priced up from $——

H. Hackfeld & Co., Ltd.
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FOR MEN AND WOMEN
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Regal Shoe Store'

KING AND BETHEL.

"
?}ﬁ-l —The REGAL range of sizes

A superb stock of Madeira and Manila Embroidery -

UST BE SOLD

Regardless of Price

and Embroidery Materials, Evening Gloves, Silk Hosiery,
Handkerchiefs, Lingerie, Embroidered Sofa Cushions, i

Baby Trousseaux, Fancy Work, Dolls, etc.

A RARE OPPORTUNITY---A CHOICE STOCK
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I MISS KATE WOODARD !

Store on Fort Street next to Convent
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